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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 6 June 2009. Claims 1-1 1 
and 18-44 were pending. Applicant cancelled claims 39-44. Applicant amended claims 
1-11,18, and 28. Claims 1 -1 1 and 1 8-38 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 29-38 are objected to because each claims a method, but depend on 
independent claim 28 which was amended from a method to a computer storage 
device. Appropriate correction is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 18-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Munoz et al., U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2002/0198822 (hereinafter, Munoz). 

As to claims 1 and 18, Munoz discloses computer storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to 
perform method steps method for estimating an optimal price of a financial product 
(abstract, Fig. 2), the method steps comprising: 

extracting data related to the financial product from at least one data source (abstracdt, 
Fig. 1); 
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generating a structured data file from the data, wherein generating the structured data 
file comprises defining a plurality of attributes and a plurality of price parameters related 
to the financial product, and wherein the plurality of price parameters comprise a price 
conversion probability measure and a business measure parameter associated with the 
financial product (abstract, 1f025, 045-50, Figs. 3, 5, 7); and 

estimating the optimal price associated with the financial product based on the plurality 
of attributes, the plurality of price parameters, the price conversion probability measure 
and the business measure parameter 0J020, 060-62, 070). 

As to claims 2 and 19, Munoz discloses wherein the financial product comprises 
at least one of loans, credit cards and insurance policies, mortgages and sales finance 
(abstract). 

As to claims 3 and 20, Munoz discloses wherein the at least one data source 
comprises consumer finance markets and marketing campaigns (Fig. 2). 

As to claims 4 and 21 , Munoz discloses wherein the extracting comprises 
automatically searching and downloading the data from the at least one data source at 
predetermined time intervals (U009, 038). 

As to claims 5 and 22, Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of attributes 
comprise customer attributes and account attributes associated with the financial 
product (abstract, Fig. 4). 

As to claim 6, Munoz discloses wherein the business measure parameter 
comprises at least one of a contributed value measure, a volume measure, and an 
interest volume measure associated with the financial product 01052, Fig. 1). 
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As to claim 7, Munoz discloses wherein the price conversion probability measure 
is a measure of a propensity of response to a price associated with the financial product 
(11052, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 8, Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of price parameters further 
comprise a price conversion rate parameter, a price rate parameter, a price term 
parameter, and a price processing parameter associated with the financial product 
01045-050). 

As to claim 9, Munoz discloses wherein estimating the optimal price further 
comprises computing a plurality of price elasticity measures associated with the 
financial product, wherein the plurality of price elasticity measures comprise a demand 
elasticity measure and a supply elasticity measure associated with the financial product 
(H020, 060-62, 070). 

As to claim 10, Munoz discloses wherein the demand elasticity measure is a 
function of the price conversion probability measure and the supply elasticity measure is 
a function of a contributed value measure associated with the financial product (1J064, 
Fig. 1). 

As to claim 1 1 , Munoz discloses wherein the demand elasticity measure and the 
supply elasticity measure are estimated using a regression model (11064, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 23, Munoz discloses wherein the business measure parameter 
comprises at least one of a contributed value measure, a volume measure, and an 
interest volume measure associated with the financial product, and wherein the price 
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conversion probability measure is a measure of a propensity of response to a price 
associated with the financial product 0J052, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 24, Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of price parameters further 
comprise a price conversion rate parameter, a price rate parameter, a price term 
parameter, and a price processing parameter associated with the financial product 
(U045-050). 

As to claim 25, Munoz discloses wherein the optimized price decision engine 
further comprises a demand model and a supply model, wherein the demand model is 
configured to compute a demand elasticity measure and the supply model is configured 
to compute a supply elasticity measure associated with the financial product (1J064-66). 

As to claim 26, Munoz discloses wherein the demand elasticity measure is a 
function of the price conversion probability measure and the supply elasticity measure is 
a function of a contributed value measure associated with the financial product (1J064- 
66). 

As to claim 27, Munoz discloses wherein the demand elasticity measure and the 
supply elasticity measure are estimated using a regression model 0J064-66). 

As to claim 28, Munoz discloses a computer storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to 
perform method steps for displaying a plurality of pages to enable a user to view 
information related to estimating an optimal price associated with a financial product 
(abstract, Fig. 2), the method comprising: 
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displaying an input screen for permitting the user to specify a plurality of attributes 
related to the financial product (abstract; Fig. 3, 1J045-050); 

displaying a selection screen for permitting a user to specify values for a plurality of 
price parameters and a price conversion probability measure associated with the 
financial product (abstract; Fig. 3, ^045-050); 

displaying a simulation screen for permitting the user to select a business measure 
parameter and at least one of the plurality of attributes associated with the financial 
product; and displaying an output screen for permitting the user to view the optimal 
price associated with the financial product, wherein the optimal price is estimated based 
on the plurality of attributes, the plurality of price parameters, the price conversion 
probability measure and the business measure parameter specified by the user (H053, 
060-062, 070, Fig. 6). 

As to claim 29, Munoz discloses wherein the input screen further comprises 
permitting the user to view and edit the plurality of attributes related to the financial 
product (U022-23). 

As to claim 30, Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of attributes comprise 
customer attributes and account attributes associated with the financial product 01022- 
23). 

As to claim 31 , Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of price parameters 
comprise a price conversion rate parameter, a price rate parameter, a price term 
parameter, and a price processing parameter associated with the financial product 
(U045-050). 
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As to claim 32, Munoz discloses wherein the business measure parameter 
comprises at least one of a contributed value measure, a volume measure, and an 
interest volume measure associated with the financial product (11052, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 33, Munoz discloses wherein the price conversion probability 
measure is a measure of a propensity of response to a price associated with the 
financial product (1J052, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 34, Munoz discloses wherein the simulation screen further comprises 
permitting the user to select a segmentation parameter associated with the financial 
product (1145-050). 

As to claim 35, Munoz discloses wherein the segmentation parameter is a 
reflection of a plurality of demographic characteristics related to a plurality of customers 
associated with the financial product fl[045-050). 

As to claim 36, Munoz discloses wherein the plurality of attributes, the plurality of 
price parameters, the price conversion probability measure and the business measure 
parameter specified by the user are provided to an optimized price decision engine, 
wherein the optimized price decision engine estimates the optimal price based on the 
plurality of attributes, the plurality of price parameters, the price conversion probability 
measure, the business measure parameter, and the segmentation parameter flj053, 
060-062, 070, Fig. 6). 

As to claim 37, Munoz discloses wherein the optimized price decision engine 
utilizes a regression model to estimate the optimal price (1J064-66). 
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As to claim 38, Munoz discloses wherein the output screen further comprises 
displaying a screen for viewing the effect of the estimated optimal price on the business 
measure parameter graphically (Fig. 3). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Examiner withdraws the 1 01 rejections to all the claims in light of Applicant's 
amendments. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the art rejections of claims 1 -1 1 and 1 8-38 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SETH WEIS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1882. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Kyle can be reached on (571 ) 272-6746. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/SETH WE IS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3695 

/Charles R. Kyle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



